
JS8CALL FOR 
AMATEUR 
RADIO

MORE THAN JUST ANOTHER 

DIGITAL MODE FOR 

AMATEUR RADIO



WHAT ARE WE DOING HERE

• Explain what JS8Call is

• The origins of this mode

• Why it is not just another digital mode  i.e How 

it is different than FT8

• Play radio!!!



WHAT IS JS8CALL?

• FT8 with keyboard to keyboard interaction.

• Benefits of the low signal to noise ratio of FT8 

with ability to type messages to other stations.  

• It was intended to be an interactive mode, not 

just signal changes.

• See the website JS8Call.com



WHERE DID IT COME FROM?

• Brainchild of Jordan Sherer KN4CRD

• Take the robustness of FT8 add messaging and 

network protocol

• Uses WSJT-X as its base coding and modified to 

have messaging and networking capabilities.



WHERE DID IT COME FROM?

• Mode is technically defined as JS8, because it is a 

derivative of FT8 with 8-FSK modulation

• Was originally called FT8Call, then changed to 

JS8Call to not be confused with FT8.



NOT JUST ANOTHER DIGITAL MODE

• Operators have interactive QSOs with each 

other.

• Message storage, message forwarding and specific 

group calling ex @ARES, @QSOPARTY etc



NOT JUST ANOTHER DIGITAL MODE

• Unique communications functionality on HF 

bands

• Send APRS Msg from within JS8Call

• Send txt msg to mobile phones

• Send a position report that shows up on APRSIS



LET’S TAKE 
A LOOK















WARNING!!!!!
The JS8 modulator is a constant envelope, full-duty 

modulation.

Please make note of the power restrictions your 

transceiver manufacturer recommends for full-duty 

digital transmissions. When in doubt, use only a 

maximum of 50% of your rig’s power output to “save 

your finals”.



ENOUGH BLAH BLAH BLAH

•Let’s Play Radio!!!!!



RESOURCES

• JS8Call website JS8Call.com

• JS8Call Groups io https://groups.io/g/js8call

• Survival Tech Nord YouTube Channel OH8STN

• KM4ACK YouTube Channel

• JS8Call Utilities 

https://github.com/m0iax/JS8CallUtilities_V2

https://github.com/m0iax/JS8CallUtilities_V2

